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Our world has significantly changed in the last few months 
and has impacted on our personal and business lives.  The 
global pandemic has had a huge impact on the way in which 
we do business. Face to face meetings are replaced by virtual 
meetings; our health and safety procedures both in our sites 
and manufacturing facilities have changed; working from 
home has become familiar with a large percentage of the 
workforce.  All of these factors have contributed to the “new 
normal” and we have had to face up to challenges that we 
would not have contemplated this time last year.

Now is the time for us as business leaders in the industry to 
become more resilient than we ever have been before; to arise 
to the new challenges with durability and embrace our new 
world with a positive attitude.

Throughout the world, the construction industry contributes 
greatly to the economic growth of a nation. A major program 
of investment in infrastructure and housebuilding is cited 
as the key factor in helping the UK economy to build back 
better from the pandemic and accelerate action on long term 
climate change.  

As industry leaders in precast throughout the globe, we 
must embrace the new trends within the construction 
industry.  We must adopt new products and enhance our 
service offering to facilitate Modern Methods of Construction 
(MMC).  MMC implemented through the process for design 
for manufacture and assembly (DFMA) and facilitated through 
digital technology deliver outstanding quality and efficiency. 
Prefabrication brings many benefits including program 
savings, less waste, cost reductions, decrease in energy 
consumption and improvements in Health and Safety on site. 
This is an opportunistic time for our businesses.

Our future is set to be urban. Today, more than half of 
the population live in urban areas and 1.5 million people 
are added to the global urban population every week. A 
staggering 90% of this urban population growth will take 
place in African and Asian countries with rapid urbanisation 
placing huge demands on infrastructure, services, job creation, 
climate and environment. But this global urban transition 
presents significant opportunities too.  MMC will play a large 
role in creating new housing particularly with regard to high-
rise accommodation. 

Innovating our products and services to respond to the 
changing market conditions must be one of our top 
priorities. The IPHA objectives of free exchange of knowledge 
and experience between members has never been more 
important and we can collectively help each other to become 
stronger companies in the midst of this pandemic. 
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IPHA 2019

2019 has been a very successful 
year. For the seventh consecutive 
year, IPHA presented satisfactory 
financial results which were 
pleasing to CBC Banque in 
Nivelles and our auditor, Deloitte 
in Brussels.

In May 2019, we welcomed PUT Inzenjering, Serbia 
as a new full member. We also had the pleasure of 
welcoming new Associate Members    

(Spain)

European Manufacturer of 
Diamond Tools. Pioneers in Tools 
for the Construction Industry and 
Natural Stone. Specialists in 
Drilling, Cutting, Demolition, 
Polishing, Surface Treatment & 
Machinery
www.solgadiamant.com

			    (Germany) Associate Member

Since 1954 maxtruder developed and realized more than 300 
complete, turnkey production plants for the production of 
pre-stressed concrete elements. www.maxtruder.de

(Serbia) Full Member

PUT Inzenjering have been continually working and developing 
for more than two decades. Absolute commitment to and zeal 
for fair business dealings have resulted in the expansion of our 
production capacity, business success and building strong ties 
with our partners and clients. www.putinzenjering.com
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For various reasons we unfortunately had 
to say goodbye to:

Elbe (Germany), SFI (Jordan), Stresscrete 
(New Zealand), Ramet Trom (Israel), 
Prefabrique du Faso (Burkina Faso) 
and Goldbeck (Czech Republic) as full 
members and Techmart International 
(Ireland) as an associate member.



2019 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE IN 
SODENDERBORG, 
DENMARK

The Annual Conference was one of the key highlights of 2019. It was held in Sodenderborg, 
Denmark and our host company was Contiga (Tinglev). The theme of the conference was 
“The Only Way is Up”. This is a particularly appropriate title, relating to the future in which we 
must replace thoughts of recession with power, energy and vision in order to embrace new 
conditions and thereby reap the rewards. 

69 delegates and partners attended the conference in May 2019 which represented 37 member 
companies from 20 different countries throughout the world. This provided a truly international 
flavour to the event.

After a beautiful welcome meal in the hotel ALSIK on the Thursday evening, the following 
morning the formal opening of the conference took place at the Contiga factory in Tinglev. 
Seamus McKeage (IPHA President) and Karsten Rewitz (General Manager of Contiga, Denmark) 
issued the opening addresses. 

The delegates were treated to a guided tour around the entire Contiga factory, during which the 
delegates were shown the production of hollowcore, beams, columns, and wall panels, together 
with their impressive mesh-welding machine.

After a very nice lunch in the factory premises, three sponsors – Echo Precast Engineering, 
Precast Software Engineering and Sensohive – gave short company presentations.

This was followed by a speech from Simon Faber, ex-mayor in Flensburg, who told the audience 
about the history of the German – Danish borderland and historical conflicts between the two 
countries.

The delegates had a short stop at the Dybboel Exhibition Centre, where we saw a film about the 
war in 1864 between Denmark on the one side and Prussia/Austria on the other, after which 
part of Denmark was annexed.

On Friday evening, Contiga invited all the delegates and partners to an excellent dinner in the 
beautiful restaurant Fakkelgaarden, situated next to Flensburg Fjord.

The final day of the conference had a busy program of presentations, beginning with ‘Cities of 
Tomorrow – The Evolution of a new Urban Culture’, given by Oona Strathern, Trend Consultant 
from Zukunftsinstitut in Austria. Oona talked about the changing nature of urban life, and the 
separation between visions of future cities and what people really need from their living spaces. 
Then followed a presentation by Sabine Erspamer, MD of Echo Precast Engineering, and Karl 
Enderes, CTO of Progress Group. They gave a very good presentation discussing their visions for 
the requirements and priorities of future precast/hollowcore factories.

The next presentation was delivered by Per Thomas Dahl, a Director of Bonava A/S, Denmark, 
with a presentation titled ‘How to make Tomorrow’s Construction Sites Effective’. Per 
discussed his recent visit to the Silicon Valley, and the importance of software, integration and 
communication across the value chain.



This was followed by Kasper Guldager Jensen, Architect and owner of 3XN and GXN, Denmark. 
Kasper introduced the delegates to the ideas behind the Circular Economy in his presentation, 
‘Building a Circular Future.’ 

Following a lunch break, attendees were introduced to three new member companies; Hansung 
PCC of South Korea;  Ramet Trom Ltd. of Israel and Van der Blij, of the Netherlands..
Websites were the topic for the next two presentations. Firstly, CPI’s Holger Karutz, with ‘Lessons 
Learnt’, discussing the impact a review of IPHA members’ websites at the Sales and Marketing 
Seminar in 2018 had on the business. Secondly, IPHA’s new website was introduced to the 
members by webmaster Tom Goosey. www.hollowcore.org

2019 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE IN 
SODENDERBORG, 
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Rounding up the presentations were the 
annual submissions for the Terry Treanor 
Award.  
Entrants this year were:
-	 Creagh Concrete Products 
	 (Northern Ireland) – CAD Academy

-	 Armasteel (Russia) – 10-Wire PC Strand

-	 Consolis Latvia – MicroTik Office Building

-	 StruSoft (Sweden) – IMPACT Production SoftwareJoint Winners:

Armasteel & Creagh Concrete Products Ltd

The last point of the conference was the General Assembly 
2019, at which the President of IPHA Seamus McKeague 
communicated the report from the Board of Directors 
and the financial result of 2018. The budget for 2020 was 
presented.

A special mention was reserved for board member, 
Ed McAleer, who sadly passed away just a few weeks before 
the conference. 

Marco Pecetti, Karsten Rewitz and Pieter van der Zee were 
all elected for a new 3-year term as Board Members of IPHA:
On Saturday evening, the IPHA dinner was held at 
Restaurant Knapp, situated in the beautiful surroundings of 
the old watermill in Stollig.

Terry Treanor 
Award Innovative techniques in the production

or application of hollowcore
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TECHNICAL
SEMINAR
OCTOBER 2019
WARSAW

The technical seminar entitled “Practical Training Courses for Junior Structural Engineers” was 
another highlight of 2019. This two-day long seminar was held at Novotel Warszawa Centrum 
Hotel close to the city center of Warsaw. This seminar was well attended with 35 delegates from 
18 different countries representing 23 different companies. 

Wim Jansze, President of IPHA’s Technical Committee, was responsible for the planning and 
organizing of the event and introduced the seminar to attendees.  Pieter van der Zee, also 
a member of the Technical Committee, spoke about the use of precast element catalogues, 
stability and reinforcement in industrial buildings.

Gabor Sandor spoke about the history of Hollowcore and hollowcore principles, including load 
distribution, bending and shear.

Paolo Fagioli, Abdullah 
Hassan Roble and Mark 
Magill each headed a group 
of delegates based on three 
different project types – 
Carparks, Accommodation 
Buildings and Office 
Buildings – spoke about 
the project and drawings, 
hollowcore slab design 
and loading, stability, 
connections and precast 
design works.

All the lecturers involved 
are highly educated 
and experienced senior 
design engineers from 
IPHA member companies, 
including Consolis, CRH, Contiga, Generale Prefabbricati and Creagh Concrete Products.

As always IPHA members can download presentations and other valuable resources from the 
Knowledge Centre on the website.

WWW.HOLLOWCORE.ORG



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
2020 certainly has been an unexpected year full of challenges. The annual 
conference planned for May 2020 in Copenhagen in cooperation with 
BIBM had been postponed to November 2020. BIBM  further postponed 
their Congress until November 2021. We were planning to hold our Annual 
Conference and General Assembly in conjunction with the BIBM conference. 
Now we have agreed to press ahead with preparations for our Annual 
Conference due to take place in Leuven, Belgium in May 2021. 

The production Seminar in San Salvo, Italy was due to take place in October 
2020. This has been postponed until October 2021.

As the activities of IPHA have been reduced during 2020, the Board has 
decided to propose to the General Assembly that the annual membership 
fee for 2021 is reduced with 50% for those members who paid annual 
membership fee in 2020.  We will come back to this proposal when the 
budget for 2021 is presented.

As the President of the Association I would like to thank the Board of 
Directors for excellent and inspiring teamwork during the last year. It is a 
privilege to be the leader of this important association.  IPHA has provided 
an invaluable platform for us all to help each other, share knowledge & learn 
from each other.  I look forward to the continued success and growth of all 
our members.

Thank you

Seamus McKeague
IPHA President


