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Welcome 
to Aachen
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How it all started ...
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RWTH Aachen University

33,000 Students 2,400 Non-academic 
Staff & Apprentices

> 5,000 International 
Students 3.86 M €

Fundraising

4,000 Academic 
Staff

454 Chairs

RWTH Aachen University 
Expenditures incl. UKA

Total: 885 M €

…of which:
417 M € State Funding

226 M € External Funding
242 M € UKA



4

History of RWTH Aachen University
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Founded as 
„Royal Rheinish-

Westphalian 
Polytechnic 

School of 
Aachen“ 
(10/1870)

New constitution
and name: 

„Royal Technical 
University“ (1880)

Confiscated for 
a short term by 
the occuppying 

powers in World 
War I (1918  until 

January 1919)

Closed for one 
year during 

World War II (1939)

Classes are 
resumed after 
surrender and 

rebuilding
(01/1946)

Commencement 
of a new 

constitutional 
structure 
(03/2000)

Commencement of the 
Higher Education 

Autonomy Act (01/2007), 
Awarded title of 

„Excellent University“ 
(10/2007)

40.000 students



5

Faculties and Departments

Faculty 7: Arts & Humanities
Faculty 8: Business & Economics
Faculty 10: Medicine

Dept. Mathematics, Dept. Comp. Science, Dept. Physics, Dept. Chemistry, Dept. Biology

Faculty 1: Mathematics, Computer Sciences & Natural Sciences

Faculty 3: Civil Engineering
Faculty 4: Mechanical Engineering
Faculty 5: Georesources & Materials Engineering

E
ngineeringDept. Geosciences

Dept. Metallurgy
Dept. Mining and Waste Management

Faculty 6: Electrical Engineering & Information Technology

Faculty 2: Architecture
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Students per Discipline  – Winter 2010/11

Natural Sciences

54%

24%

8%

14%

Medicine, Dentistry

Humanities, Social Sciences 
and Economics

Engineering

A total of 32,240 students
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International Students per Country – Winter 2010/11
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and 1,691 
students from
102 other
nations

In total 4,973 
international
students
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Excellent Universities in Germany

Munich

Aachen

Berlin

Freiburg

Heidelberg
Karlsruhe

Konstanz

Göttingen

Excellent in Research

Excellent in Teaching
Bielefeld

Kaiserslautern

Potsdam

Excellent in Research & Teaching
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With its two new areas, 
RWTH Aachen University 
covers an area of approx. 
2.5 km².

RWTH Aachen University 
is therefore one of the 
largest technology-
oriented campus areas 
in Europe

The RWTH Aachen 
Campus:

Capital commitments: 
1,500,000,000 €

New direct and indirect 
jobs: approx. 
10,000

Area: 546,000m²

Westbahnhof

Melaten

RWTH Aachen Campus - Aerial View

Melaten

Westbahnhof
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Faculty of Civil Engineering
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Which courses ...

... of study do we provide?

• Civil Engineering (B.Sc. RWTH / M.Sc. RWTH)

• Waste Management (B.Sc. RWTH / M.Sc. RWTH)

• Business Administration and Engineering
(as branch of Civil Engineering) (B.Sc. RWTH)

• Environmental Engineering (B.Sc. RWTH / M.Sc. RWTH)

• Mobility and Traffic (B.Sc. RWTH / M.Sc. RWTH)
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How many ... 

... people are involved?

• students (in total)    ≈ 1750
German Diplom degrees per year ≈ 100

• Ph.D. degrees per year ≈ 20

• full professors 19
• research associate / scientific assistants 180

• third-party funds (in Mio €) ≈ 12
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What choices ... 

... do we offer?

• Structural Engineering

• Water Engineering

• Traffic Engineering & Urban planning

• Construction Management
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Which topics ...

... does the study cover?
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Bild 3

Institute of Structural  
Concrete
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Test set up with forces up to 5 MN
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Research High Performance Concrete

Bremer Bau GmbH
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30

a) Deckenaufsicht im Bruchzustand c) Deckenuntersicht im Bruchzustand

Research Punching
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Research             Numerical Simulation

Rahmenknoten
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Test set up with forces up to 5 MN

Textile Reinforced Concrete
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